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Cocaander 

U.S.  Military  Assistance  Ccnmnd,  Viet  Kaa 
ATTN: 

£0  U.S.  Forces  962C 

@g'T-T^ 

1.  Name  a- CffsiATi®:  “COcopaU’Is." 


2.  DATES  (F'  (J>ERAIICK: 
}•  CoMERAlis  The  ist  B: 


25P63^<’UN66^1  1935<’U166. 


3,  CaZIERAlis  The  ist  Battalicr.  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry  coo  | 
ducted  this  separate  Battalion  operation  in  the  area  of  the  Boi  Loi  I 
and  Ho  Bo  Moods,  Hsu  Nghia  and  Binh  Duong  Provincesi(Incl  1,  TACR  Chre^ 
layy»_ _ 


4.  CUiuUS  KE,i)q|UA:{rEBS:  1st  Battalion  (Meci 
Tantry,  2d  Brigade,  25t.h  Infantry  Division. 
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5.  BBPOSTIliC  (FFICER:  It  Col  Tbctts  U.  Greer,  Coasanding  Ctti^ 
oer,  Ist  Bn  (Mech)  5th  Ii:f. 

6.  T«SK  OBCAiOZAtlON: 

let  Bn  (I'iCCh)  5th  Inf  (It  Col  7.  I'.  Greer,  Cosiandirg) 

"v  '  Etc  on  Plat  (It  J.  E.  Mc-Tuinn) 

Scty  Plat 

/  Hvy  Mort  Plat  (Lt  1.  Phillips) 

/  Mech  Flsae  Sec,  65th  Engr  Bn 

'  Co  A  (Lt  0.  F.  Salth,  Cocnarding) 

£ngz  S()d  (-),  65th  Engr  Bn 

Co  B  tCapt  £.  B.  Vickery,  C trass nding) 

Deao  Th,  65th  Engr  Bn 

Cj  C  (Capt  W.  A.  Blair,  Cosandirg) 

Oeso  Th,  65th  Engr  Bn 
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^  SIBJECTi  Caab.at  C^srations  AftsiwAction  Baport  (RCS/J3-32} 


7.  SUPPORTItC  FORCES, 

a.  ArtlUaryi 

(1)  Coapositioni 

(a)  Firat  Five  daya  of  operation: 

B/3/l3th  Arty  (l55  How  SP):  DS  i/5th  Mach 
1  plat  D/3/ 1 3th  Arty:  Atch  B/3/l3th  Arty, 

(b)  Sixth  to  eighth  days  of  cperatiom 

.  ..  C/T^lth  Arty  (l05  How  towed):  DS  l/5th  Heoh 
B/3/l3th  /jrty;  Atch  C/7/1 1th  ^Irty 
1  plat  D/3/l3th  itrty:  Atch  C/7/l1th  Arty, 

(2)  Coanenta.: 

(a)  Phase  1  -  The  artillery  support  was  not  oon- 
eldered  adequate  due  to  a  lack  of  accuracy  during  a  critical  mission, 

(b)  Phase  IX  -  The  artillery  fired  a  i0  minute 
preparation  on  Objectives  C  and  A,  A  iSSas  howitzer  battery  and  one 
platoon  8"  located  at  Cu  Chi  provided  the  preparation  on  Cbjective  C 
while  a  I55na  howitzer  battary  and  one  platoon  8"  located  at  Trung 
lap  fired  the  preparation  on  Ob  jeotivo  A,  4,2"  mortars  were  used  to 
prepare  blocking  position  Z  and  Cbjeotive  B.  The  preparation  vas 
aoeurate  and  tlMly,  On  the  second  and  thi^  days  of  Phase  ZZ  a  rov^. 
ing  preparation,  oontroUod  by  the  ;urty  LO  fron  the  air,  was  used  on 
objective  areas  (CS  XT  6528  and  vicinity  XT  657268),  The  artillery 
fin  was  extremely  aoourate  and  timely.  .U1  "wiU^odjust"  missions 
during  this  phase  were  accurate  and  timely, 

b,  /Ir  Support. 

(1)  Conpositioa'  7th  IS  provided  close  air  support, 

(2)  Ccrrents:  The  Bds  ',S  LO  traveled  ir.  the  C6C  ship 
and  called  for  all  "Znssdiato"  air  strikes.  The  required  respor.se 
tias  varied,  but  in  all  oases  it  was  considered  satisfactory.  Eleven 
preplannsd  close  air  support  missions  were  utilized  in  Phases  Z  and  ZZ, 
A  preplarmad  B52  air  strike  requested  by  the  25th  Znf  Div  to  precede 
td>e  attack  on  26  June  vias  not  flown.  Due  to  the  lack  of  information 
from  the  USAF  oonoarning  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  tho  strike, 
H-hour,  ete.,  the  attack  woe  unnecessarily  delaj'ed  for  55  minutes. 

8.  Z.vrEIliaEKC£. 

a,  Irlelliganeo  prior  to  the  eporatioru  Two  main  force 
battalions  of  the  l65.>  Regt  had  been  reported  in  the  operatiora  aroa. 
The  Trang  Barg  Local  Force  Coapa-ny  was  also  reported  ir.  the  area  of 
operations  vie  XT  4932.  US:S  FAC  reported  light  to  mederato  small 
azas  fire  was  constantly  received  during  tho  week  of  17-23  June  from 
along  the  etreoms  (XT  610270-XT  625306,  XT  495318-XT  520345)  and  the 
wooded  aroae  on  the  northeast  edgo  of  the  Ho  Bo  Uooda  (JQ'  663260-Xr 
63530?},  Beiulte  of  oporatiors  by  this  battalion  into  the  Boi  lol-He 
Bo  Vo^  on  29  Har  -  5  .ipr  (CZRCLS  PIKES),  l^2l  Apr  (K.’.KALO  and 
15-27  May  revealed  that  the  aroa  contained  several  supply 

basso  and  the  base  aroa  of  the,  C320th  Hdbila  Bn,  Tay  Kinh  Provinco. 
Doouaente  ani  PW'e  captured  in  the  area  indlcatod  tho  Tay  Kir.h  Pre^ 
vinsial  Cautttee  was  located  in  tho  Boi  Loi  '..'cods  with  subozdinato 
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sections  as  follows:  Toy  Ninh  Military  Intelligence  sub-soctions 
(UI  500316),  Tay  Ninh  Provincial  Anaanor.t,  sub-section  (XT  511339), 
and  Workers  Proselyting  Section,  Tay  Ninh  Provincial  Conmittee 
(XT  52733B).  The  nomcrous  caches,  base  camps  and  documents  substan¬ 
tiated  that  the  Boi  Lei  was  a  major  COSVN  rear  service  supply  area. 

The  Ho  Bo  has  long  been  the  base  area  for  the  Saigoi>-Gia  Dinh  Spaoial 
Region  Conmittee. 

b.  Enemy  situation  during  the  operation;  Initial  contact 
was  made  by  Coupany  B  on  25  June  when  they  wounded  and  captured  a  TCC 
who  claimed  to  be  the  XO  and  political  officer  (but  was  probably  a 
platoon  loader  or  higher  rank)  of  the  1st  Co,  320th  Bn,  vie  XT  5063 1A« 

Co  C  detemiaed,  through  interrogation  of  civilians  in  the  area,  that 
a  VC  force  of  lO  to  15  personnel  moved  every  day  south  along  the  trail 
at  coordinates  XT  4^99,  moving  just  after  dark.  This  same  force 
usually  passed  in  the  opposite  direction  each  day  about  1OOO  hours. 

/ifter  assaulting  a  bunker  on  26  June,  Co  C  wounded  and  captured  a  VCC 
vio  XT  640304,  Documents  in  his  possession  indicated  that  ha  was  a 
member  of  the  security  element  of  tho  Saigon-Oia  Dinh  Special  Region 
Comittee,  which  seems  to  bo  located  in  the  extensive  tunnel  system 
in  the  area.  Numerous  documents  found  in  the  area  iidieated  that  the 
Pditieal  Staff,  Uilitary  .'jffairs  Coaaittee,  Saigon-Oia  Dinh  Special 
Region  atd  agencies  subordiivate  to  CQSITI  wore  located  in  the  area. 

Of  particular  interest  were  the  largo  number  of  receipts  for  ommuni^ 
tion  and  weapons  found  in  a  tunnel  which  iidieated  the  presence  of 
an  asmo  and  weapons  supply  point  in  tho  area.  Dcctanonts  captured 
in  Vic  XT  634305  indicated  the  B1O3  Kedical  Section,  Rear  Service 
Staff,  Saigon-Cla  Dinh  Special  Region  Cau.iittec  was  In  the  area.  The 
documents  included  medical  books,  requests  fer  medicine,  nodical  exr- 
penso  records  and  related  documents,  Jiunereus  letters  of  introduction 
to  VC,  dated  i3  June  1966,  from  various  medical  seetiorm  stating  that 
they  woild  attend  a  medical  class  numbered  B46  :voru  also  captur^. 

One  of  tho  documents,  a  request  to  Join  tho  Comunist  Party,  was 
addressed  to  the  Security  Soctien,  Salgon-Gia  Dinh  Special  Region. 
Additional  documents  also  indicated  the  presenco  of  the  Propaganda 
and  Training  Section  (laany  propaganda  signs  ware  in  tho  area,  soao 
written  in  English  and  seme  in  Vietnamese)  and  the  2d  Co,  243rd  Anti¬ 
aircraft  Bn,  U80  .‘.rty  Rcgt  in  the  Ko  So  Woedo.  No  onoay  force  of 
significant  sizu  was  encountered  durug  the  oporaticn.  Enaay  strength 
was  estdoatud  at  i5-20  VC  operating  in  two-  .and  three-man  colls.  Of 
significance  was  tho  fact  that  in  several  esses  the  VC  fought  froa 
within  the  tunnels— a  change  to  his  tactics  thus  far  oncountorod  by 
this  battalion,  Tho  edges  of  tho  Ho  Bo  are  laced  with  trenches  (Ircl 
2),  cMensive  defensive  fortifications  consisting  of  bunkers,  brenchoi 
with  overhead  cover,  tunnels  and  underground  rooms  vero  encountered 
during  tho  operation.  So&o  examples  of  the  soiu  significoDt  ones  are 
as  follows: 

(1)  /oua  I  (Incl  3):  Fortificatiorj  in  this  area  con¬ 
sisted  of  29  largo  bunkers  (20'x20'),  which  !:ad  boon  constructed  with¬ 
in  tho  60  days  prior  to  t.'.is  eporation.  (This  unit  hod  been  through 
tho  area  on  April  2i.  during  (^ratian  K/JiALA.  .X  that  tine  the  bun¬ 
kers  wore  not  there.)  Unlike  other  bunkers  faund  in  the  area,  those 
wore  partially  ebevo  ground  wioh  all-around  o'tcl2'’  firing  ports  epprox- 
laately  throe  feet  above  ground  level  (Incl  4),  The  bunkers  were  built 
in  pairs  connected  by  a  tunnel.  One  trap  door  in  the  tunnel  was  the 
main  entranso  into  each  bunker  pair  and  an  escape  tunnel  led  cut  of 
soeh  bunker  (Incl  5),  <'<11  of  the  bunkers  were  concealed  froa  aerial 
ebsorvation  by  irbbor  trees  and  dense  woods.  Occavattons  for  five 
more  bunkers  had  boon  eo^lctod  but  construction  had  r.ct  started.  The 
bunkers  within  the  oosplex  were  mutually  supporting  and  on  one  of  the 
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main  avenues'  of  approach  into  the  Ho  Bo  (Incl  6).  Bach  bunker  was 
capable  of  sleeping  40  VC.  Once  the  hunters  wore  cci3pleted>  the 
ocmplsK  would  have  been  oble  to  house  an  estimated  1,360  VC. 

(2)  .’j-eo  11  (Incl  3):  Fortifications  in  this  area 
consisted  of  a  series  of  5'x6i  mutually  supporting  bunkers  intorconnset- 
ed  by  a  trench  and  tunnel  system  (Incl  7).  ;in  unusual  and  well  pro¬ 
tected  bunker  was  located  in  this  area  vie  XT  621291  (incl  8).  In 
addition  to  its  use  es  a  fighting  position,  the  bunker  also  served  as 
the  control  center  for  several  clusters  of  cenmand  detonated  mines  and 
bedts.  The  trench  with  cverheod  cover  provided  supplementary  positions 
and  a  coverad  escape  route.  Strong  points  were  located  at  beth  ends 

of  this  area  at  coordinates  XT  629302  and  in  614276.  The  area  across 
the  creek  frea  this  area  to  the  west  contained  many  old  houses,  most 
of  which  were  at  least  partially  destroyed.  However,  these  all  coiw 
tained  prctoctlvo  shelters  and  small  tunnels  which  showed  signs  of 
reecitt  use  by  the  VC. 

(3)  fixoa  111  (Incl  3):  Fcrtiflcations  in  tho  area  coiv- 
sisted  of  a  complex  system  of  bunkers  and  underground  roans  connected 
by  tunnels  and  trenches.  The  ccmplaxos  were  well  concealed  in  heavi¬ 
ly  wooded  areas  overlooking  open  clearings  (Incl  9,  10  and  ll).  In 
oil  cases  except  ono,  tho  tunnels  began  in  a  bunker.  largo  undeiw 
ground  roans  within  tho  ccmplox  waru  capable  of  occancdotlng  six  to 
oight  pursens.  Most  of  tho  buifiars  woro  constructed  with  largo  rubber 
tree  logs  C6"-l0"  dia)  for  tb j  supports  and  overhead  beans.  Two  to 
three  feet  of  dirt  covered  o;.c.i  bunlcer,  many  of  wi^ich  were  concrete 
reinforced,  thus  providing  oxcoUenb  protection  fron  artillery  fires. 
Seme  of  the  bunkeu  woro  oight  foot  doop  with  firing  stops  (Incl  12) 
conneotod  to  sleeping  quarters  and  cooking  rooms  (Incl  13).  How  con¬ 
struction  was  obssrvod  in  GS  XT  6523. 

0.  Terrain  and  Weather.  The  terrain  is  generally  flat 
with  open  areas  south  of  the  Boi  Lei  and  south,  central  and  north  of 
the  Ho  Bo.  Open  areas  to  tho  south  and  north  consisted  of  damp  and 
wet  rlco  paddles,  sane  of  >rt;lch  were  cultivated.  The  central  area 
of  tho  Ho  Bo  consists  of  ndsber  trees  and  dense  weeds  as  depicted  on 
tho  map.  Howevur,  secondary  growth  throughout  tho  area  varies  froa 
light  to  tliiok  with  the  center  being  tho  lightest  area.  Tha  dense 
wo^s  and  areas  of  thick  uniorgrewth  restricted  movement  of  track 
vehicles.  Foct  movement  through  these  areas  was  also  slew  and 
tedious.  B32  bc^  craters  presented  a  definite  cbstacle  to  track 
vehicles  duo  to  the  depth  and  density  of  the  orators.  Thick  vegeta¬ 
tion  provided  excellent  concealment  fer  tho  VC  and  limited  friendly 
observation.  The  stream  wost  of  the  He  Bo  was  iiupassablo  to  track 
vehlolss  north  of  XT  6l2280.  Can  Ca  Bay  Streoc  was  negotiable  froa 
XT  380278  to  XT  588233.  itleo  paddius  adjacent  to  this  portion  of 
the  etreou  wore  damp  to  wet  but  trafficabla  to  trocks.  Vioather  con¬ 
dition  during  the  operation  presented  little  or  no  problems.  Lew 
oellinit  prevented  scoe  helicopter  cperatlons  but  hoi  no  effect  on 
ground  operations.  ;.v«rago  weathor  conditions  during  the  operation 
wore  QQstly  cloudy  eldes  with  .39  inches  of  precipitation  per  day; 
teoporotures  rang^  fren  a  high  of  91  dogroos  to  a  lew  of  7i  degrees} 
*dn^  were  from  tho  SM  at  3-8  knots. 

0.  There  were  no  Civil  gffairs/Psy  Ops  activities  conduct¬ 
ed  during  the  period. 

9.  KZSSlOMi  let  Bn  (Kech),  3th  Inf  a^nrae  23^^1166  to  con¬ 
duct  indepenient  eecreh  and  destroy  operations  in  tho  area  of  cperotlone 
to  Icecte  and  destroy  VC  units  and  boss  coaps. 
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10.  OUHCVT  OF  CpmSlWt  t/5th  Msoh  moved  In  two  eohelon* 

■  trta  bOM  oeup  ocomeneini  25/i63j6JUN66  end  oonduotod  deoepblve  opsrd» 
tloM  oloni  the  iouthern  adie  of  the  Sol  Lot  Woods  ocmplax  to  ewer 
•auoh  end  deetroy  eperatlohe  in  the  Ho  Bo  Woede  on  26  June.  Bn  (■■) 
moved  at  0630  hours  with  Co  J^,  Co  B  ord  Reoon  Platoon  to  saturate  . 
areas  1.  i,  and  3«  respsotlvelyi^wlth  otijushos.  Co  C  departed  bhsc 
oomp  at  OBOO  hours  along  /xis  GREEN  in  an  atteiapt  to  flush  the  VC 
into  the  otiiuaheo.  Co  C  then  establishod  smbushss  on  (hj  k,  Vo 
develop  the  cover  plan,  extensive  aerial  reoons.  artillery  ond  Qor> 
tar  rsgistratione.  HU  fires,  and  United  air  strikes  were  placed  on 
Ob j  X  on  25  Jura  (Iral  14.  Ctoeration  Overlay).  On  26^725J11H66  the 
Bn  attacked  to  eelsc  Ob  j  A.  B.  and  C.  Co  A  and  C  moved  along  Acee 
HQ)  and  BLDB.  through  Obj  0  to  seUe  Obd  A  and  C.  respectively.  Co 
B  moved  along  Axis  WHITE  to  establish  blooking  position  Z  and.  on 
order,  seised  (bj  B.  .U1  eempanias  then  conduoted  detailed  searches 
In  their  Objective  areas.  During  this  phrse  of  the  operation  a  meeh 
flams  fraok  was  attached  to  Co  A  and  Co  B.  Bacon  PUgoon  ecreensd 
the  battalion's  west  flank  irdtially  and  was  placed  under  Co  B's 
OPOON  during  the  detailed  searoh  (Iral  15.  Opn  Overlay). 

11.  EXUCUTZONt  The  operation  was  coraeived  on  15  June  1966  and 
issued  as  OPCRD  24>^  (Operation  CW  P;J11S).  i7i2)!|j6JUN66. 

0-Pay  (26  June  1966) 

The  battalion  moved  as  plannod  without  incident  until  amed  heli^ 

.  copters  reported  seeing  25-30  VC  in  a  trench  vie  XT  539311.  Five  were 
estimated  to  have  been  killed  after  offotive  air  ard  mortar  firee  were 
placed  on  the  target.  After  occplation  of  daylight  deception  ootivltiee. 
the  battalion  coiled  into  a  night  perimeter. 

Ca.pany  A 

The  eoupony  departed  baee  eeap  at  0640  hours  and  clnssd  into  ObJ 

1  at  0950  hours.  No  contact  wee  made  until  1545  hoiri  tdten  a  VC  was 
killed  (BC)  by  an  oubu.ih  vie  XT  544310.  A  thorough  ecaroh  of  the  db- 
Jeotivc  area  produced  olothlng.  eixiunitlonaRlalarge  AV  mine.  The 
eempany  eloeed  into  the  battalion  porimater  vie  XT  530238  at  1830  hours 
and  established  two  night  ambuehesi  no  oontaot  woe  ludo. 

Coapany  B 

The  oonqiany  departed  base  camp  at  0630  hours  and  eloeed  into  CbJ 

2  at  0800  hours  without  oontaot,  Ught  oontaot  wta  made  throughout 

the  day  reeulting  in  two  VC  Idllod  (BC)  and  one  oeptured.  At  1900  houre 
the  oa^pany  eloeed  into  the  battalion  perlmetar  vie  XT  530S68  and  aa- 
tabliahed  two  oE^usheei  no  contact  war  iaode. 

Coapany  C 

Tha  caipany  daparted  baee  coup  at  0330  houre  am  aecured  Oai  5 
by  1028  houre.  No  contact  wae  made  and  tho  ocupany  oloaed  into  tha 
battalion  perdueter  at  1830  houre.  .  Two  ambuehea  were  employed  that  night 
but  nona  uada  contaet. 


Beoon  Platoon 

The  platoon  departed  base  oamp  at  0650  hours  and  ostabllahad 
blMking  position  3  et  09l0  hours.  At  0940  hours  two  VC  euspecte 
were  appr^nded  Otan  they  attempted  to  depart  the  area.  The  aus- 
peote  wore  evoouated  along  with  throe  Wher  euspecte  apprehended  by 
,  the  ooxiand  group  vie  XT  534285, 
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.  .!  •  Dfl  (26  June  1966) 

T)ie,  attack  ias  scheduled  for  06^0  hcurs  but  was  delayed  by 
hishor  headquarters  until  0725  hours.  This  delay  was  caused  by  a  pro¬ 
posed  a^  striioi  v^ich  was  not  conducted  (see  para  7b(2}).  All  coo- 
i.anlds  seourod  and  searched  thoir  cbjectiva  oreas  anl  closed  into  a 
battalion  periueter  for  the  night  defense.  Nine  ambushes  were  employed 
during  darkness  but  *  ■  contact  was  mode. 

Caesany  A 

The  company  reached  its  ^Jectivs  arsa  at  1030  hours  making 
lig^t  contact  enroute.  Intense  autosatir  weapons  fire  was  received 
fren  a  bunker  vie  US  62252956  and  the  onsuing  firo  fight  resulted 
in  two  7C  killed  and  the  discovery  cf  an  extensive  bunkox^tunnal 
ecoplex  (Incl  ?).  The  assault  on  the  bunker  produced  12  rifles,  Emni- 
tions  a»i  a  nount  for  an  SO-43  HMC.  Several  boebytraps,  caiaand  drt^ 
noted  nines  and  explosives,  to  include  four  25  lb  frag  benbs,  were 
destroyed.  The  bunkers  and  tunnels  wore  destroyed  by  denolitions  and 
shape  charges.  Four  VC  were  estioiated  to  have  been  killed  in  the 
bunkeivtunnel  eonplex. 


Ccupony  B 

By  1000  hours  the  caipony  had  established  its  blocking  position 
destroying  two  bunkers  and  capturing  one  VC  onreuto.  Detailod  search 
of  the  area  produced  several  boces  cf  clothing,  uunitions,  nisceUans- 
ous  docuuonts  and  equipnont  and  a  tunnel  ca.iplcx  vie  XT  6l6294.  The 
cuipony  uet  light  resistance  and  destri^'cd  12  bunkers,  lbs  cf 

boebytrapped  rice,  and  several  grenades  and  (SU  boebytraps. 

Cccpcny  C 

The  company's  attack  sneountorod  boebytraps,  IS  mines  and  aeder- 
ato  snail  anas  and  rifle  grenade  fire  fren  trenches  and  bunkers.  By 
1A32  hours  a  large  caomand  bunker  vdth  an  extensivo  tunnel  eacplox  ws 
eneesuftered  vie  XT  6AQ30I,  By  IBOO  hcurs  the  eaiponj'  hod  searched  out 
the  abjective  area  destroying  two  AT  nines,  twelve  beebytraps,  soveral 
bunkex^unnel  ccaplexes  and  captured  one  VCC  with  rifle,  two  Russian 
IS  lolnes,  clayuore  womens  and  boebytraps.  Three  VC  were  estimated 
to  have  boon  killed  in  the  bunker-tunnel  coaplexes. 

Recon  Platoon 

Tho  platoon  screened  the  battelion'e  west  flank  but  mode  no  eno- 
oy  contact.  VJhile  porforoing  its  scrconing  idssion,  the  platoon  lo¬ 
cated  and  destroyed  2,000  lbs  of  boebytrapped  rice,  boebytrapped  C3U 
bcublets,  two  bunkers  and  captured  1500  lbs  cf  poonuts,  one  rifle  and 
several  doeuuents. 


IX-2  (27  June  1966) 

Co  B,  ^27th  Inf  (Cnpt  J.  R.  Pasehall,  cecaanding)  was  attached 
offeetive  27lP^^UN66  and  the  Battalion  Task  Force  enploysd  Co  A  vie 
XT  623297  (/OPH.i),  Co  B  vie  XT  655285  (OJffiSC),  Co  C  vie  XT  6A5302 
(NOVaUSO,  Cc  B,  2/27th  Inf  vie  XT  635305  (CH.'JOJB),  and  the  Bieon 
Platom  vie  XT  655273  (T.JCO)  on  ooorch  and  dostrey  epemtions.  An 
12  was  sceurod  vie  10!  06296  for  the  Co  B,  2/27th  Inf  helieeptor  loid- 
iiKb  and  all  easpanies  eonduetod  S60  eperations  in  thoir  rospoct  ive 
areas  following  artiUeiy,  uortar  and  air  preparations.  Throu^out 
the  day  units  uet  light  to  moderate  resietoneo  and  eloeod  into  tho 
battalion  poriuetor  vie  C  630288  by  dusk.  Ton  ee^ushes  were  employed 
during  darioDoes  without  contact, 
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Coiptny  A  ,  , 

Thu  .ocapatQr  departed  the  haee  at  0730  houn  and  encountered 
AX  nlnee,  rifle  gxen^ee  and  enall  anas  fire  frai  two  bunkere  on 
the  edge  of  their  dbjeotive  area.  .  The  coupangr  cr/err^  the  bunkers 
and  estimated  killing  two  VO.  Two  riflee  and  a  7«92m  ZB26  IH) 
were  captured.  A  detailed  eeoroh  of  the  bunkere  1^  into  an  exten¬ 
sive  tunnel  network  idiioh  produced  narqr  docuuents.  clothing,  nunl- 
tions  atxl  equipDent.  The  bunker,  tunnel  and  aU  nunitions  were 
destroyed. 

Ccupony  B 

Tlie  ocapany  ouniucted  a  detailed  search  of  the  area  against 
light  suall  anis  fire,  bodbytr^qss.  and  .‘iX  oinee.  By  the  end'  of  the 
day  they  had  destroyed  by  demolitions  i6  bunkers,  tvra  of  liiieh  wen 
concrete  ninforeed.  a  ccncrete  ninfcrced  rocn  capable  of  eeating 
30  penpns.  26  tunnels.  200-300  feet  each.  12  CBU  bocbytraps  and  four 
AX  uinse. 

Ccupany  C 

The  caipany  arrived  on  the  aseigned  cbjective  ana  and  net  stiff 
neistancs  froi  several  bunkers.  The  VC  eLiployed  rifle  gnnades.  auto- 
oatifl  weapons,  ccuaand  detonated  AX  nines  aid  clayucn-type  weapons 
frai  four  different  bunkers.  Two  VC  kills  won  estimated  in  the  en¬ 
suing  bunker  assaults  vdiieh  nveoled  a  cenerote  roinforced  bunkezw 
tunnsl  ccciplex.  The  catpany  searched  and  destroyed  these  ccciplexes 
and  oaptur^  several  grenades,  olayaoro  weapons,  CBU  bccblets.  booby- 
traps.  clothing,  fresh  food  and  largo  mines  wired  for  cemand  detona¬ 
tion  (15S>X3.  l75aia.  8"  and  250  lb  bcxAia}.  225  rounds  of  7.92  aoao,  a 
Qticai  carbine,  three  sots  of  field  equipaent  and  ^lisoellontcus  docu- 
aents  which  filled  two  soni  bags. 

Co  B,  2/27th  Inf 

The  ccupany  landed  on  the  IZ  at  0830  hours  and  neved  into  thair 
arA  following  on  artillery  preparation.  They  dieewsred  and  destroy¬ 
ed  11  tunnels,  79  yds  of  vAiito  cloth,  fneh  food  and  a  bicycle.  They 
also  captured  seven  uedicol  Jackets,  a  noek  and  cap  and  appradjactely 
four  pounds  of  Discellansoue  documents, 

Bocon  Platoon 

The  platoon  secured  the  wood  line  south  cf  'CbJ  CHARIZB  and 
assisted  tlM  passage  of  Co  B,  2/S  7th  Inf.  By  1106  hours  the  ^tocn 
occupied  bloclcLng  position  T.J<M  to  j^rovant  enis.iy  departure  froi 
the  AD.  The  platoon  oado  no  cuAaot  but  found  and  destroyed  a  30 
lb  elayaore  type  weapon. 


The  TP  continued  SiO  opuratione  in  the  ;>0  and  eapXoyed  Co  A 
vio  XT  616235  (GOLF),  Co  B  vie  XT  655285  ('lUiSEC),  Co  C  vie  XT  655- 
278  (UHTPCfti).  Co  B.  2/27th  Inf  vie  XT  652285  (OSadO.  and  Beoon 
Platoon  along  .'ode  SAllT  (XT  638296  -  XT  642305  -  XT  633308  -  XT 
625304).  During  the  search  the  VC  put  up  etiff  resistance  froo  within 
the  tunntla  and  in  sate  oaeee  prevented  coipleto  scorching  prior  to 
destruction  of  ths  tunnels.  Attcapts  to  flush  the  VC  out  by  use  of 
tear  gas  were  Ineffective.  The  VC  continued  to  fire  froi  within  the 
tuanele.  Charges  were  placed  as  oleee  oe  possible  to  the  VC  and  det^ 
noted,  cdllApsing  the  tunnels.  Btch  ooupaiqr  aiployed  stayiAtehind  aa- 
busbst  before  rsiutning  to  the  battalion  periaeter.  CULy  the  Co  B 
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oobush  at  XT  651231  oods  contact,  killing  one  VC  (BC). 

Ca^paiy  A 

In  searchit^  their  bbj  area  the  eaapary  encountered  several 
elaborate  bunker-tunnel  coiplaxes  and  by  the  end  of  the  day  had  de^, 
stroyed  eight  of  these  positions,  T.hree  uaehinagun  positions,  a 
tar  position,  clothing,  several  bocbytraps  and  dry  batteries.  SlAep<^ 
ing  qiuirburs  in  two  of  the  large  burJcers  could  ecufortably  aeccnodats 
four  persons  each.  Bifli  grenades  '.^ere  used  by  the  VC  in  the  area, 

Caipany  B 

A  thorougli  search  of  the  area  was  continued  throughout  the  day 
which  resulted  in  the  destruolicn  .i  seven  bunlcers,  an  extensive  tunnel 
coiplex,  two  m  nines  and  gre  boobytraps.  The  VC  used  rifle  grs- 
.^3Sj  snail  ams  and,  frcn  within  the  tunnel  ooaplex,  an  autoratlo 
weapon,  Snoke  was  us^  to  locate  all  ontrarnes  and  the  tunnel  was 
destroyed. 


Conpany  C 

Several  tunnels  were  found  in  the  canpany  objective  area.  A 
ravine,  l(i-15  feet  deep,  300  feet  long  and  l2  feet  wide  was  located 
vie  654230,  Into  the  sides  of  the  ravine  were  tunnels  to  prc^ 
vide  shelter  and  storage  areas.  One  of  the  tunnels  located  in  the 
area  consisted  of  several  levels  and  eight  passageways.  An  undor^ 
ground  classrooi  \«ith  a  seating  capacity  of  twenty  persons  was  also 
located  and  destroyed.  By  the  end  of  the  day  the  oorpany  destroyed 
two  bunker-tunnel  coaplexoe,  three  tunnel  eoupleoces,  several  bosby- 
trape  and  aunitions,  Kew  arxro  peuehes,  web  aquipaent,  one  carbine, 
a  logical  kit  and  ;riscellaneous  clothi^  and  doeuuents  wora  eaptui^. 

Co  B,  V27th  Ir*f 

The  coapony  objective  area  contoired  no  troeo  of  use  by  VC. 

Two  bodbytrapa  were  located  and  rifle  grenade  fire  was  received  froa 
the  south  of  their  cbjoctive  area. 

Hecon  Platoon 

The  platoon  conducted  its  sweep  along  /iXis  SiUXY  ard  by  0905 
hours  encountered  a  emplex  bunkez^tunnel  systea  vie  S  642303. 

Soall  ams  fire  was  received  froa  within  the  tunnels,  Ths  platoon 
spent  the  rest  of  the  day  soarchii^  and' destroying  the  tunnels  and 
bunksrs  and  by  the  ond  of  the  day  had  destroyed  fivo  bunker-tunnel 
ooiplaxee,  two  well  concealed  tunnels,  seven  hand  grenade  boebytr^ps, 
and  five  (SU  boobytraps.  Ton  thousand  lbs  of  rieo  and  four  bags  of 
oeoent  were  captured.  Efforts  to  flush  the  VC  out  of  the  tunnels 
failsd  and  the  tunnsls  were  destroyed, 

I>»4  (29  Juno  1966) 

The  battalion  task  foreo  continued  SAO  operetiens  with  light 
to  uQdsrato  contact.  The  T?  e:^plcysd  Co  A  on  Cbj  H0T3.  vie  XT  o55> 
288}  Co  B  ruturmd  to  Obj  Co  C  on  Cbj  ECHO  vie  XT  660260; 

Co  B,  V27th  Inf  on  Cbj  POSTBCir  vie  XT  655274;  Rseon  Platoon  eoiw 
tinuied  its  swesp  of  ijci»  SAlU.  All  ooupaniss  returned  to  the  bat¬ 
talion  periuiter  at  dusk  ant  suplcyod  seven  cci>ushss  during  the  idght, 
but  no  oontaet  wne  asds. 
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Caipany  A 

Tha  eotiipany  octiluoted  tholr  search  uider  constant  harassii^  , 
KuU  ama  and  rlfla  grenade  firo.  Tlia  area  vea  heavily  bodbytrap^ 
and  the  bu.vai'-tunnel  coiplexes  encountered  Mro  voU  conetruotad  and 
reinforced ,  By  tho  end  of  the  day  six  tunnels,  tv/o  bunker-tunnel 
ecuplexos,  uunltlons  and  several  oo.uand  detonated  nines  v»ro  destroy¬ 
ed.  Six  hundred  Ibe  of  bochytrappod  rice  was  also  found  and  destroy^. 

Catpony  6 

With  the  exception  of  one  oaxmnd  detonated  nine,  the  eapany 
uade  no  contact  during  the  day.  /tfter  thoroughly  saarehiijc  the  area, 

22  bunkers  (several  of  which  were  reinforced  with  steel  or  concrete), 

17  tunnels  (two  of  which  were  three-lovel),  suspended  Sim  bodbytrape, 
3l  grenades  and  6Ctiu  bodbytraps,  and  nany  other  nunitions  were  do- 
etroyed.  Ono  rifle  and  several  roiuds  of  snunitlon  (2Ctaq,  f.iStaa 
and  ware  captured. 

Coipany  C 

The  ccupany  not  no  resistaneo  during  their  search  but  encourteiw 
ed  several  bodbytraps.  A  large  three-level  tunnel  caiplax  was  found 
Vic  XU  638266  v^.ich  lad  to  several  bunkers.  Cne  of  these  bunkers  was 
reinforced  vdtli  steel  beans  and  a  steol  top.  ”'hia  entire  coiplex  aloig 
with  throe  saapans  and  a  boat  wore  dostroyed. 

Ca  a,  2/2  7th  Inf 

The  coipany  net  no  resistance  in  their  search  vhich  produced 
an  extensive  bunkeivtunncl  coiplex.  The  tunnel  led  to  i2  different 
cxits/entranees  and  a  thorough  search  of  the  area  produced  clothing, 
docuaents,  aununition,  nedlcal  supplies,  3,000  lbs  of  rice,  a  VC 
gaa  uask,  a  Chinese  or  Russian  gas  iiask,  55  gels  cf  kerosene  and  eight 
boobytrope. 

Bocon  Platoon 

The  platoon  coipleted  its  sweep  of  .'xis  S.'Xlf  and  in  the  procesa 
received  two  rifle  grenade  rounds  and  hit  ons  :S  nine.  A  large  bunkeiv 
tunnel  coiplex,  ruinforced  with  stool  boats,  was  discovered.  Inside 
the  bunker  wore  several  benches,  stools,  a  blackboard,  rifle  grenades, 
and  500  lbs  of  rice.  With  the  exception  of  tho  rico,  the  entire  oow- 
plcx  wot  destroyed.  By  the  end  of  the  day,  a  total  of  3,400  lbs  of 
rice  and  lOO  Ibe  of  salt  wore  captured. 

I>»S  (30  June  1966) 

The  battalion  TP  continued  SAD  operations  to  coiploto  the  de¬ 
tailed  search  of  the  area.  The  TP  was  tniplcyud  with  Co  A  returning 
to  ObJ  HOT^l,  Co  D  with  the  Dscon  Plat  attached  returning  to  Obj 
quasc,  Co  C  to  vie  xr  595265  (kilo)  and  Co  B,  2/27th  Inf  to  Ijmx 
LOU,  vie  S  625295  in  order  to  saturate  the  area  with  daylight  oa- 
bushes.  Several  .'J  and  AP  uinos  and  boebytrape  werw  encountered 
during  the  day  while  dostreying  extensive  bunker-tunnel  coaplexes 
and  largo  reinforoed  bunkers  in  the  ,<0.  Co  B,  2/27th  Inf  was  re¬ 
leased  frou  battalion  control  at  l604  hours.  ,U1  coipanios  returned 
to  tho  battalion  base  and  euployod  seven  a: -bushes  but  no  contact 
woe  rude. 
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Ca-'.pary  A 

The  ccnpaty  ociapletod  their  soarch  of  tho  ravMo  vie  XT  633- 
280  nnl  also  found  sovorol  fortified  buildings  In  tho  area.  Nino 
buTikeze,  four  tunnels,  six  buildings  and  several  boeb^-traps  were 
destroy^.  Five  huidred  lbs  of  rlco  was  captured  by  the  dnd  of  tho 
day.  The  oa.ipany  then  cuniuctod  a  reconnaissance  In  force  vie  XT 
650268;  results  were  negative. 


Coipsny  B 

Ths  ooipany  coaplsted  tho  search  of  their  cbjsotlve  area  sn- 
oounterlng  heavily  boobytrapped  areas  and  12  nines,  Tko  tunnels  and 
twelve  hunter  ooaplsxes  wore  destroyed  along  with  nunerous  booby- 
traps.  Several  8lm,  I05m  and  ISScn  rounds,  all  of  which  were  wired 
for  caii.iand  detonation,  were  found  and  destroyed.  Two  coiblnss  were 
also  captured. 


Coipary  C 

Ths  oonpany's  search  In  tlio  neiw  cbjectlve  area  was  hanpored  by 
several  .iT  and  AP  nines  and  boobytraps.  Twenty-one  bunkeie,  varying 
In  size  froi  I5'xi5*  to  smll  ccncroto  reinforced  bunicers  were  d»> 
stroyod.  Tho  ca.ipany  also  captured  900  lbs  of  rice,  clothing  and 
ulsoellcneous  dociuants. 


Ce  S,  2/27th  Inf 

Tile  ccupany  saturated  their  area  with  anbushes  but  no  contact 
was  nado.  Detraction  by  helicoptor  comenced  at  1430  hours  and  by 
1604  hours  the  last  olouent  was  oiiborne  and  released  frau  battalion 
control, 

I>e6  (1  July  1966) 

The  battalion  terolnatod  ths  operation  and  ccmonced  Its  re¬ 
turn  to  base  coMp  at  0700  hours.  Co  A  was  required  to  secure  a 
portion  of  an  LZ  for  tho  3d  En,  49th  Inf  Hogt  (I'JiVN)  helicopter  ex¬ 
traction  vie  XI  638219.  They  wore  also  required  to  ostobllsli  a 
blocking  position  vie  XI  625268  and  destroy  soio  larga  burlccrs  vie 
aI  597264.  Co  B  secured  the  rcuolndor  of  the  12,  Co  C  was  given 
the  aisslon  to  eooure  tho  rood  froa  Trung  Bap  (XT  5819}  to  Kwy  1 
(XI  5616)  and  protect  tic  engineer  clearing  party  along  tho  rood. 

Tho  Reeon  Plavoon  oscc.-tod  the  CP  group,  Kvy  Kort  Plat  and  all  dis¬ 
abled  vehicles  to  vie  Trung  lap  caI  then  escirtod  the  artillery  groip 
freu  Trung  Lap  to  tho  base  coii'p.  Due  to  reports  of  ground  activity 
vie  XT  590270,  Co  C  was  diverted  to  Invcstiguto  and  at  13C0  hours  Co 
X  (-),  Inf  was  .oirliftod  Into  the  AO  to  assist  In  socurlrg 

the  rood  freu  Trurg  lap  to  Kwy  1.  Sy  1955  h-’urs  all  ole.jcnts  oloeod 
Into  ths  boso  canp,  tominatlng  Operation  COCO  P.J>.5. 

Coipan}-  .. 

The  ooipany  ostobUahed  Its  bloe'.dng  position  an:  secured  Its 
portion  of  the  IZ  by  0803  hours.  Slevcr.  large,  well  constructed  bu:^ 
kers  (Inel  4)  wore  destroyed  vie  596263.  No  contact  was  oiado  dur¬ 
ing  tho  day,  oxcopt  for  the  detoTAtlon  of  cTiO  tdns  vie  XT  5C0229 
Wiish  oodsratsljr  dauaged  an  .J?C. 
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Ccupany  B 

The  ca^ny  secured  their  portion  of  tho  IZ  by  OBOO  opposed 
by  lifht  and  sporadic  suall  aius  fire.  Upon  caipletion  of  tho  heli¬ 
copter  extraction,  the  unit  conducted  a  SMoep  through  a  suspected 
VC  occupied  area  vie  H  6O4264;  no  contact  was  mdo  and  the  coipary  re¬ 
turned  to  boss  canp. 


Ccupany  C 

Vftille  enroute  to  secure  the  road  frea  Trung  lap  to  Hwy  1,  azaed 
gunshlps  reported  receivii^  heavy  ground  fire  free  vie  XT  59027D. 

The  eoipany  was  diverted  in  an  atteapt  to  closo  with  and  destroy  the 
enaoy.  No  VC  were  found  in  die  area  and  signs  of  VC  occupancy  were 
not  evident.  The  coupany  then  resvsaed  its  original  oission  and  re¬ 
turned  to  base  ccup  at  1935  hours. 

12.  RSSUilS. 

a.  Friendly) 

(1)  634  personnel  started  tho  oporntiw.n  and  586  cen- 
plated.  The  latter  figure  includes  39  ^^4  vho  rcualnsd  with  their 
units  (Incl  16,  Casualty  list). 

(2)  Fourteen  /J'C's,  Uii3,  were  damaged  by  Dines.  Six 
were  zupairad  in  tlie  field  and  centinuod  the  operation. 

b.  BnBiy: 


(,1)  25  VC  kdllfid  (6  BC>,  3  VCC  ani  6  VCS. 

(2)  Material,  oquipaent  and  facilities) 

(a)  Captured) 

2  Ml  rifles 
13  Giicai  carbines 
2  U.S.  carbines 
1  U.S.  Ml 6  rifle 
1  Germn  Mauser 
1  7.92!Ai  !:•£,  S26  {3iU3) 

1  Sprincfielu  rifle  ( i9Q3) 

1  K72 

4  rifles,  type  unknown 
1  aachinegun  :jcunt  on  wheeled  carrier  for 
7.6233  K.13  SC-43  (Goryunov) 

1  carbine,  t;pe  unknown 
Id  cohat  pads 

1  cartridge  belt 

2  pistol  belts 

6  ;'.udical  Jackets 
.  1  :.x-dieal  cap  - 

1  :3edleal  uosk 
1  i>jdical  kit 
3l  a;330  pouches 
4  bags  (iCO  lb)  cc^rt 
20,000  lbs  rice 

1  gas  Dosk,  Russian  or  Chinese  type 
Nixaeroue  docuuents 
Miaeellanecus  clothing 
MediccI  uanuals 

^  iX 
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(b)  Destrcysd; 

2l  rifle  grencfios 
3  hand  gronodes  (U.S. ) 

6  hand  grenades  (VC) 

35  hand  grenades  ( Chicot) 

20  boobytraps  thand  grsn^e,  Sim  and  6Ckm  tjnP*} 

21  bodbytraps  ((SU  botb  typo) 

3  bodbytraps  (2.75"  rooket) 

7  Slua  boebytr^  (suspsndod  in  tress) 

I  bodbj'trappsd  antiaircraft  rocket 

1  U.S.  carbine  (boebytrapped  In  a  punjl  pit) 

34  eSU  bc^lsts 

35  IS  nines 

1  /iP  nine 

3  Cim  xds  (rigged  for  eod  dot) 

4  I05m  ids  (rigged  fer  cod  dst) 

7  I55cu  rds  (rigged  for  cad  dst) 

2  S"  ids  (rig..ed  for  oad  dst) 

3  250  lb  beebs  (rigged  for  cad  det) 

3  l75Qa  ids  (ri^ed  for  cod  det) 

II  claynoro  weapons 
155  bunkeis 

78  tunnels 

4  25  lb  frag  boibs  (U.S.) 

I  VC  frng  bmb 

IO4O  ids  7.62: u  linked  amo 
40  ids  Ciicix;  7.62x3  amo 
300  ivls  5.5firi3  oxjo  (U.S.) 

50  ids  7.62m  (sliort) 

725  Ida  7.92m  asuo 
SO  rds  cal  .30  amo 
1  B.il  uAgazins 
30  rds  cal  .32  amo 
1  VC  gas  lusk 
1  boat 
1  uogon 

7(600  lbs  rice  (boebytrapped) 

II  M79  Ids 
60  buildings 

6  sonpons 
70  gala  kerosene 
1  sugar  cane  processing  nschins 
Itiscellansous  clothing. 

13.  4CHlI{lSTB.7riV£  lUJTxas. 

a.  Supplies:  .Ml  resupply  was  cccmplished  by  UHiD  heli^ 
copters  florlng  froa  base  ccap  to  the  f cgooid  CP  area.  During  the 
cperatlov  131  sorties  delivered  the  foUcwlng  eu^lieei 

(1)  Class  It  44(500  pounds. 

(2)  Class  lit  11(000  pounds. 

C3)  Class  lilt  38,000  pounds  (4(675  gallons). 

(4}  Class  IVi  3(600  pounds. 

(5)  CIass  V:  24(300  pounds. 

(6)  MlaesUaneoust  34(260  pounds  (includes  6(832  gcl^ 
loos  of  water). 

*  ii 
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(7)  Pertonnelt  14,000  pcurds. 

The  battalion  expended  the  following  aujunltion  and  denolltions 
during  the  operatlom 


Ctg  7.62x1  ball 

1,680  rds 

Ctg  7.62aa  /^-l 

30,400  rds 

Ctg  5.56cei  ball 

25,560  Ids 

Ctg  5.56cei  tracer 

1,140  Ids 

Ctg  cal  .50  4^1 

22,200  Ids 

Ctg  4(lm. 

1,296  ids 

Ctg  Bliaa,  HS 

203  ids 

Ctg  Sino,  VP 

6  rds 

Ctg  4.2",  HE 

635  Ids 

Ctg  4.2",  VP 

37  Ids 

Grenade,  fr&g 

875  ea 

Rocket,  1166 

7  ea 

Hina,  AP,  M18A1 

24  ea 

Gremde,  srioks,  ^'ellow 

32  ea 

Grenade,  snoks,  violet 

96  ea 

Grenade,  suoke,  KC 

48  ea 

Grenada,  hand,  CS 

1O6  ea 

Flare,  trip 

32  ea 

Block,  dono,  C4,  2^  lb 

590  lbs 

Block,  deuo,  TkT,  ilb 

1,650  lbs 

Cratering  charge,  40  lb 

43  ea 

Cord,  detonating 
Fuze,  blasting,  tiue 
Ijnitor,  fuze 

Blasting  cap,  non>olectrie 


4,000  feet 
1,250  feet 
170  ea 
510  ea 


b.  t-laintonanco:  Tlie  Bn  started  the  operation  short  six 

(6)  oarrlers,  perso:uiel,  F.T.,  Hll3.  The  Raeon  Platoon  was  short 
three  (3),  the  Medical  Plat  one  (l),  and  Co  A  end  Co  C  one  (l)  each. 
During  the  operation  thirteen  { 13)  carriers  wore  dcoosod  by  «T  nines 
and  one  (l)  carrier  was  dauogcd  by  a  large  AP  nine.  Six  (6)  of 
these  vehicles  wore  repaired  in  the  field  and  continued  the  operation. 
The  other  eight  were  evacuated  to  base  eanp  at  the  teroination  of  the 
operation.  Of  the  eight  (3)  that  were  evacuated  to  baso  cans,  seven 

(7)  hod  to  bo  towed;  one  returnod  under  its  own  power.  Six  (6)  of 
the  above  eight  (8)  carriers  have,  alnce  the ir  .return,  been  declared 
not  eeonoiicalljr  repairable.  Twenty  (20)  carriers  bocouo  incpersblo 
for  nochanical  failures  during  the  eperation;  howovor,  twelve  (l2) 

of  these  wero  repairod  in  the  field  and  contlnuod  the  operation.  The 
reuainlng  eight  (8)  wore  evacuated  to  base  coavp  at  the  teminatlon  of 
the  operation,  ^ven  (7)  of  the  eight  (8)  roturnsd  under  their  own 
power;  however,  they  were  shcrt-trackod.  The  najor  nechanicsl  failure 
experienced  was  the  sepriratlon  of  the  idler  ara  froa  the  hull  of  the 
carrier.  There  wore  seven  (7)  of  these  failures  anl  all  sevsn  (7) 
carriers  hod  to  be  evacuated.  Two  of  the  carriers  with  this  failure 
had  been  rebuilt  olglit  (6)  uonths  ago  and  since  that  tioe  they  have 
traveled  uore  than  2500  olles.  The  other  five  (5)  tracks  with  this 
failure  wore  over  five  (5)  years  old  and  havo  trr.velzid  wer  5000  uilss. 
Because  tills  Bn  was  shert  five  (5)  light  Bocovory  Vehicles,  it  be- 
caue  a  uajor  probleu  to  evacuate  the  eight  vehicles  that  required 
towii^.  In  Older  for  this  Bn  to  accaiplish  the  task  of  extracting 
the  el^t  downed  vehicles,  ten  (l0)  additional  caibat  vehicles  were 
diverted  to  tow  the  downed  tracks.  Two  (2)  tracks  were  so  badly 
dfuaged  they  required  four  caher  vehleles  to  tow  thco.  If  the  five 
(5)  light  Recovery  Voiiicles  hed  been  on  hand,  they  could  have  ae- 
eoiplished  the  sauu  task  as  the  ton  (|0)  carriers,  with  less  wear 
aid  tear. 
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0.  I'rdatuant  uf  Casualties,  Evacuation  anl  Ho3pitaliza> 
tiont  The  Bn  Fwd  Aid  Station  vAs  staffed  by  one  doctor  and  four 
uodios.  During  the  operation  156  patients  vAra  seen  and  treated, 
of  tdiloh  73  ware  due  to  sickness  or  disease,  52  froi  wounds  received 
in  hostile  action,  and  31  non-battle  injuries  (sprains,  cuts,  bruises, 
etc.).  Thirty-fair  of  the  156  patients  wore  evacuated  by  resupply 
helicoptsrs.  During  the  operstion,  i8  Oust  Off  helicopters  were  re¬ 
quested  which  evacuated  a  total  of  43  casualties.  These  43  patients 
wore  not  processed  through  the  Bn  Aid  Station,  but  evacuated  to  the 
25th  Usd  Bn. 

d.  Transportation]  The  Bn  oonsused  a  total  of  S,637.gc>l^ 
Ions  of  ilOlAS  during  the  operation. 

e.  Coaounloatlons] 

(1)  The  priuary  uoans  of  coonunication  during  Opn 
COCO  PAliiS  was  K'i  redio.  Wire  nets  wore  used  at  all  ti.es  in  the  CP 
cauplex  and  to  the  caipanies  viienever  possible.  During;  the  periods 
of  darkness  the  Bn  ccuiond  not  aolntainod  radio  listening  silence 
and  used  wire  os  the  priaory  uoans  of  coxiunications.  The  Bn  noin- 
tolned  Hi  radio  and  }i.'<XT  contact  with  Bda.  There  was  no  wire  coaau- 
nloation  between  the  Bn  and  Bde.  UHP  oii^ground  cariiunicationa  « 
also  available  and  used  by  the  AF  LO  for  air  support  :tission3. 

(2)  Tnls  Bn  is  aquippod  with  the  VHO-12  fciuLly  of 
radios  which  is  an  axcellont  ploco  of  oquliuent.  It  is  believsd 
that  the  intense  haat  (115  degrees)  inside  the  carrier  ti1l3  has  an 
edverae  effect  on  the  rnlio  transuitters  (BT524  and  BT246).  During 
the  operation  a  total  of  alovon  BT's  either  failed  to  transoiit  cr 
receive  or  the  fan  (cooling  systo:])  ran  ccntinuously.  This  situation 
wee  partlolly  corrected  by  periodically  turning  the  sots  off  and 
poniitting  thoQ  to  eool.  This  procedure  wee  especially  true  at  night 
tdien  lass  radio  traffic  wos  roquirod  and  note  oculd  bo  ^lonitorod  idth 
the  otDclIiAry  receiver  (II442)  without  taerifioing  ouaaunieationa 
effiolsnoy. 


f.  1-iedioal  Ev.nluation:  Access  to  the  £n  Aid  otation  dur¬ 
ing  the  eperution  was  geod.  Overall  aiodicol  care  of  Liir.or  caiplaints 
and  casualties  was  good.  However,  it  wus  not  advisoole  tc  evacuate 
all  injuries  through  the  aid  station  because  of  the  terrain,  tine 
factors  involved  onl  the  seriousness  of  the  wounds.  Cf  tho  S3 
injuries  that  woro  treated  at  the  oid  station,  54  woro  returned  to 

duty.  Ella  .vAuii  an;  net9g:iv.7  jIa 

forward  old  station. 

14.  BpjoCXAb  .J31  Ti«CH*».iQo2S. 

a.  Kochanlzed  floue  threwuro.  The  flx-.e  throwers  pixnrcd 
to  be  very  effective  during  this  oporaticn  duo  to  tho  nunorous  bui>- 
kare  encountered.  The  one  .:aJor  dravdaoci:  wus  th.o  whocl-iacunted  so:\- 
vloe  unit  wiiich  could  not  acc&'.pang'  the  b.-Mtolion  over  cross-country 
routss.  Therefore,  the  fls'A  thrcuurs  ivcre  oX  little  value  onco  their 
pressure  woe  ejqpendod.  ExtorAive  uso  could  bo  ^oado  possible  by  ucunt- 
ing  the  so.  vice  unit  in  a  TtU  tract:  c..rr:.er  to  provide  tho  neceseazy 
oross-country  uobilaty. 

b.  Tunnel  destruction  techriquos.  tschniquo  has  yet  to 
be  found  which  will  nisquately  destivy  a  ca.plux  turuwl  syste.n.  A 
special  technique  e:jplor-ir.:  acetylono  gaa  and  duton.'.tor  proved  i.-v- 
affectivu  for  :aany  roaeons,  one  of  ^ich  was  ^e  depth  of  the  tunnels 
anoountored.  This  technique  is  stated  to  bo  very  effective  in  depths 
of  loss  than  six  foot;  however,  ::ost  of  the  turnslo  in  tho  area  wore 
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vnll  below  six  foett  Another  teohniqpe  applied  which  was  quite 
successful  was  the  use  of  several  oraterine  charges  placed  at  key 
levels  atid'  tunnel  "I's, "  connseted  in  parallel  vdth  detonating  coid 
(incl  10).  VIhon  detonated,  the  parallel  connection  results  in 
siuultanaous  detonation  of  all  charges  and  the  resulting  blast  ca> 
pletoly  caves  in  the  tunnel.  This  aethod,  however,  would  require  a 
large  aaount  of  eeqtlosives  for  the  extensivo  tunnel  ^steas  which 
were  prevalent  in  the  AO. 

,15.  CCMIANDER  AN.U.YSIS. 

a.  Tlie  sovoral  contacts  Bade  the  first  day  of  the  opera¬ 
tion  along  the  soithcrn  edge  of  the  Bol  Loi  Woods  indicated  continued 
extensive  use  of  this  area  by  the  VC.  Their  continuous  and  rather 
careless  aoveaent  to  and  frcu  the  southern  edge  of  these  woods  aokis 
the  aroa  IdooUy  suited  for  saturation  cabushing. 

;  b.  It  was  not  until  one  hour  after  tho  attack  on  26  June  ■ 
was  due  to  begin  that  the  battalion  found  out  that  the  352  strike 
would  not  bo  uade.  Then  our  planning  was  haupeied  by  not  knowing 
vhether  thio  strike  would  be  node  or  tho  tiae  the  strike  was  to  be 
Bade. 

c.  After  the  first  day's  operation  in  the  Ho  Bo  Woeds,  it 
bccone  apparent  that  the  extent  of  the  bunker/tunnel  systeas  wos  such 
as  to  require  either  an  extondod  stay  to  accaiplish  the  aission  or 
addition^  troops.  I.'onee,  when  an  additional  rifle  coepany  was  offered, 
it  w.as  readily  acceptod. 

d.  The  ovidoneo  of  new  ouatruetion  in  the  Ho  Bo  Woods 
plus  tho  extensivo  fortifications  encountored  indicate  the  VC  plan 
to  oontinuo  extensive  use  of  this  area.  In  spite  of  tho  78  tunnels 
which  Mre  destroyed,  it  is  felt  that  only  a  very  snail  percentage 
of  the  total  tunnels  in  the  area  were  located  rhd  destre^.  This 
opinion  la  based  on  the  ease  with  which  the  VC  obdod  our  continuous 
search  and  on  the  fact  that  very  few  tunnels  with  eoncoalod  entrances 
Mrs  located, 

e.  Tho  construction  of  aost  of  the  bunkers  found  and  de¬ 
stroyed  was  such  t^-^at  they  could  withstand  a  direct  artiUoi?  hit. 

Thus,  as  long  as  they  rxiaincd  inside  their  bunkers,  tho  VC  wore 
inauns  to  artillery  firo  and  iuotune  to  all  but  direct  hits  by  boibs, 

f.  It  is  bolloved  that  the  extensive  bun:<er  systea  found 
in  grid  squares  XI  5925  and  Xt  5926  provided  a  havon,  cafo  frea  ax^ 
tillory  fire  and  air  strikes,  for  a  largo  force  iiovlng  through  tho 
area.  Since  this  systea  was  only  xeeontl}’  constructed,  it  night 

be  osswied  it  was  ecnstructed  to  support  tho  uonsocn  offensive  in 
this  area. 

g.  Nolther  the  ARVN  nor  the  U.d.  edvisors  with  the  ARVH 
understood  tho  uso  of  the  No  Fire  Line.  Tno  .’JiVi:  battalion  actually 
uewed  troupe  across  the  NFL  before  Baking  any  foraal  request  for 

a  ehot^. 

h«  There  has  boon  som  discussion  of  late  cuong  nodical 
corps  porsoniwl  ttu^t  battalion  turgoons  should  not  be  in  tho  field. 

The  Battalion  Aid  Station  and  surgean  noved  to  the  field  with  tho 
CP  Group.  The  surgeon  treated  63  patients  for  injuries  (both  battle 
and  aoa>battle)  and  returned  5A  to  duty.  Ho  rdso  treated  73  aen 
for  eleknesa  or  diaeasc  and  returned  68  to  duty.  Tho  value  of  the 
presence  of  tho  battalion  surgeon  in  the  faeld  is  obvious. 
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16.'  BSCOC'IiliUjiTXONS. 

a.  Future  operations  oruplc^ng  saturation  oobushes  olong 
tho  southei'n  edge  of  the  Boi  Loi  Woods  should  bo  oonduotod. 

b.  Poriodio  operations  Aou3d  bo  oonduotod  into  the  Ho  Bo 
Woods  area  to  prevent  rebuilding  of  the  extensive  bunker  ecziplex  and 
eventually  to  convince  the  VC  of  tho  futility  of  using  tliis  os  a  oajor 
base  of  operations. 

0.  Setensive  use  should  be  node  of  Htl  fires  in  grid 
Squares  1^  5925  and  OCT  5926  to  deny  the  VC  tho  opportunity  to  re¬ 
build  tho  bunkers  destroyed  in  that  area.  ■ 

d.  Infomatiun  on  B52  strilces  nust  be  node  available  at 
the  earliest  possible  tiue. 

e.  Careful  coordination  on  the  use  of  supporting  fires, 
to  inoludo  a  thorough  orqilanation  of  the  Ko  Fire  Line,  should  bo 
node  with  ARVN  forces  upurating  in  the  vicinity  of  U.S.  forces. 
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AVTISBA-C  (13  Jul  66)  -i'  1st  Ind  (C)  -  ‘  i;- 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RCS  J3/32)  Operation 
COCO  PAIMS  (U)  '  •  • 

HEADQUARTERS,  25TH  lUFAJJTRI  DIVISION,  1^0  96225  29  July  1966 

THRU:  Commanding  General,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam,  ATTN:.  -ACofS  G3  (DSeT), 
APO  96266 

TO:  Commander,  U.S.  Military  Assistance  Command  Vietnam,  ATTN:  J343, 

APO  96243 

1.  Reference  subparagraph  7a(2}  (a).  Lack  of  accuracy  for  initial 
artillcxy  mission  of  phase  1  was  due  to  inaccurate  initial  lay  of 
supporting  artillery  battery.  Immediate  oorroctive  conmond  action  was 
taken  which  resulted  in  subsequent  timely  and  accurate  artiUory  3\q)port* 

2.  Attention  is  invited  to  the  description  of  VC  fortifications 
in  the  HO  BO  WOODS  (para  8). 

3.  Tho  use  of  mechanized  flamethrowers  to  assist  in  the  assault 
ond  destruction  of  those  fortifications  aro  hanperod  because  tho  vjhoclcd 
vehicle  flaroothrowor  service  unit  cannot  follow  tho  APC*o  over  tho  typo 
terrain  found  in  the  area.  A  tracked  sorvlco  unit  could  alleviate  this 
problca. 

4*  The  aoetylono  gas  method  of  tunnel  destruction  is  limltod  in 
its  destructive  ocpabllitlos.  This  unit  finally  resorted  to  multiple 
shaped  chargee  connected  in  parallel,  and  therefore  dotonatod  simultan- 
ocusly.  Though  this  method  is  satisfactory,  tho  volume  of  oxj^osives 
needed  for^ostrpying  on  extensive  tunnel  system  creates  limitations. 

A  satisfactory  tunnel  destruction  dcvlco  or  equipment  for  forcing  tho 
VC  from  tunnols  is  needed. 


FOR  THE  COIWUDER: 


•  PHILIP;^.  BONDI 

CPT,  AGC 
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MACV,  ATTN:  Chief,  US/.P  Advisory  Op  (thru  IIFFORCEV) 
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